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1. ON NOVEMBER 20 COMMISSIONER GENERAL HENDERSON HAD SEPARATE 
MEETINGS WITH COOLS, DEPUTY CHIEF OF ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL 
BUREAU, MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS: DAEMS, SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN TRADE, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; AND BARBASON, 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF CABINET.MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 

2. COOLS, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING PARTICIPATION IN FAIRS, 
EXPRESSED STRONG INTEREST IN BELGIAN PARTICIPATION AND 
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DEVELOP NATIONAL EXHIBIT QUICKLY AND CHEAPLY. HE INDICATED, HOWEVER, 

THAT DECISION WAS A POLITICAL ONE TO BE TAKEN BY MINISTERIAL 

LEVEL OF ECONOMICS MINISTRY 

AND THAT PRIMARY PROBLEMS WERE BEDGETARY. 

3. DAEMS EXPRESSED TO CHARGE AND HENDERSON HIS READINESS TO 
SUPPORT BELGIAN PARTICIPATION, BUT POINTED OUT THAT THE DECISION 
HAD TO BE TAKEN BY THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. HE SAID 

HE WOULD PERSONALLY PHONE MINISTER CLAES TO URGE BELGIAN PAR 
TICIPATION. 

4. BARBASON FRANKLY ADMITTED DIFFICULTIES IN REACHING A POSITIVE 
DECISION BECAUSE OF BUDEGETARY CONSIDERATIONS, POINTING OUT THAT 
THE CABINET HAD ELIMINATED $400,000 ORIGINALLY ALLOCATED FOR THIS 
PURPOSE FROM THE BUDGET. AFTER WE STRESSED THE INTEREST WHICH 
BELGIAN INDUSTRY MIGHT HAVE IN NATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN SPOKANE 
HE INSTRUCTED COOLS TO EXPLORE ON URGENT BASIS WITH 

FEDERATION OF BELGIAN ENTERPRISES AND BELGIAN INDUSTRY WHETHER THEY 
COULD SUPPORT GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION. WE REMINDED BARBASON OF 
THE LETTERS WHICH THE AMBASSADOR HAD SENT TO MINISTER CLAES AND 
MINISTER VAN ELSLANDE AS AN INDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE WHICH 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ATTACHES TO THIS MATTER. WE 
ALSO RECALLED TO BARBSON BAEYENS' EARLIER PROMISE THA BELGIUM 
WOULD PARTICIPATE IF ANY OTHER COMMON MARKET COUNTRY DID. 

BARBASON PROMISED TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BRING ABOUT 
BELGIAN PARTICIPATION. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE BARBASON'S RESPONSE NOT AS POSITIVE AS WE 
MIGHT HAVE HOPED, WE BELIEVE THERE IS STILL A REASONABLE 
CHANCE THAT BELGIUM WILL EVENTURALLY DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE. 

THE EMBASSY IS PLANNING TO SUPPLEMENT THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS' EFFORTS TO SECURE INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT WITH HIGH 

LEVEL APPROACHES OF OUR OWN TO APPROPRIATE 
INDUSTRIAL OFFICIALS AND ORGANIZATIONS.BOOCHEVER 
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